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Jn 20, 19-23

On the evening of that day, the first day after 
the Sabbath, the doors were locked where the 
disciples were, because of their fear of the 
Jews, but Jesus came and stood in their 
midst. He said to them, "Peace be with you"; 
then he showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples kept looking at the Lord and 
were full of joy. Again Jesus said to them, 
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you." After saying this he 
breathed on them and said to them, "Receive 
the Holy Spirit; for those whose sins you 
forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose 
sins you retain, they are retained." 

The Holy Spirit empowers us and assigns us to a special service in 
the church. (Sourcebook 5). We have received the Holy Spirit, who 
seals and witnesses our condition as children, dwells in us, makes 
us the temple of God and enriches us with his gifts, especially with 
charity. (Sourcebook 12). 

"TO STAY TOGETHER" It was the condition that Jesus set to welcome, with a pure heart 
and full of faith, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and thus to understand our lay commitment, 
Missionary and with the accompaniment of Mary Most Holy, as faithful and main 
protagonist of Acceptance to the will of God (Acts 1:14). Our attitude as a layperson 
must be permanent and listen, to make alive our commitment to build a living and 
growing Church to the call of the Gospel to a fraternal civilization where Justice, Peace 
and Evangelization reign. (Sourcebook: Mission 3.1)

Beloved Father, send our hearts to the Holy Spirit, who is the source of our life. To give 
us the strength we need to live as children, loving you above all things, putting all our 
trust in him, accepting with joy his will and giving us without reserve to the 
realization of his plan of salvation.
Guide us by the Spirit to encourage our temporal reality as Christians and in the 
transforming action in the world. Amen.


