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Dear family:

What an immense joy to be able to greet you again! We are celebrating another

year of life of our Movement. Another year of blessing that is a further proof that Our Lord

is still very interested in promoting our charism. Because we know that if the Spirit does

not act in the midst of our imperfections, we could achieve little with our simple efforts.

And that is why today we can repeat without being mistaken those words that Claret

wrote, and affirm that it clearly seems that God has reserved for us lay people an

important role in the evangelisation of the world and in the salvation of souls.

This is a day to celebrate our present, because despite of the difficulties and

these complicated times, the Spirit gives us new opportunities. And this meeting we are

sharing is a clear example. A few years ago it was unthinkable to dream that Lay

Claretians from different countries, languages, cultures and generations would have the

opportunity to find a space to share our joy and our prayer, thanking God for the birthday

of our Movement. To feel our communion around Christ is an immense gift that God has

given us to nourish our missionary ardour. I would therefore like to thank you all most

sincerely for coming to the meeting. I would also like to thank all those who wished to be

with us but were unable to connect for various reasons. And on behalf of all, I would like

to express my gratitude to the team of lay people who have been working very hard to

make this meeting a reality.

This is also a day to learn from our past. We are all the fruit of a story. When we

join the Movement we become custodians of a precious legacy. That treasure is the action

of the Spirit manifested in the People of God over time. So I would like to invite you to get

to know the story of the Movement by talking to our older sisters and brothers, asking

them about the challenges they faced and learning from their experiences... This will help



us to better understand what the Spirit is asking of us today. And as part of this story, I

would like to have a special remembrance for our Claretian lay sisters and brothers who

have passed away during these years. Let us give thanks to God for their lives, and for the

footprints they have left, which are guideline and reference in our journey.

And it is a day to look to the future with hope. With all that surrounds us, it is

very easy to become discouraged. But the voice of the Spirit is even clear, and it is

urgently calling us to mission. It is a direct challenge to our Claretian identity. We cannot

continually lament that the reality we are living is different from what we would have

wished. The Holy Spirit wants us to discover his will in the signs of the times, in order to

know how to act in each circumstance. Therefore, let us allow ourselves to be infected by

the enthusiasm of the newcomers and of the youngest. Let us keep our courage firm. Let

us look to the Heart of Mary for the fire that will make our faith and our vocation stronger.

We are not alone. God is with us. And if the Lord is with us, nothing and no one can defeat

us.

Before concluding, we would like to give you a small gift. During the months of the

pandemic, thanks to the collaboration of many lay people from different parts of the

world, we have been preparing a video that will help us to make our charism and our

Movement known. And today we wanted to make its official launch. Although the audio is

in Spanish, on Youtube you can activate the subtitles, which are available in English,

French, Portuguese and Italian. We will soon send you all the link, so that you can use it

whenever you need it.

On behalf of the General Council, many congratulations to all on this day, and a big

fraternal greeting in permanent communion. See you at the end of the video, on the zoom

link.
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https://youtu.be/V0paz99wzVE
https://youtu.be/V0paz99wzVE

